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This brick and frame house with its related
outbuildings is significant for its association with
the Civil War Battle of Antietam which was fought
nearby on September 17, 1862, and for its architecture
as an example of a mid 15ch century rural complex.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This group of buildings is located on the south side of High Street just outside the town
limits of Sharpsburg in Washington County, Maryland. The house is built into the side of
a hill and faces east,

The dwelling is a two story, three bay ell shaped brick and frame structure resting on
fieldstone foundations. The front portion of the house is of brick construction in Ameri-
can or common bond at all elevations and has been painted white. Since the house is con-
structed into a slope, the foundations at the front elevation are almost a full story in
height,

Openings are not aligned with each other in the walls. They have narrow frames finished
with a bead at the inside edge beneath flat brick arches. Nine over six pare sashes are
used at the first story windows while six over six sashes are used above, The windows have
hinge pins indicating that shutters were present at one time. The main entrance is in the
center bay of the front elevation and is offset to the south of the central window at the
second story. The door appears to be framed similarly to the windows and is topped with

a four light transom. A hip roofed front porch supported by stone piers extends across the
main story of the front elevation., Chamfered square posts with carved brackets secure a
plain wooden balustrade. A similarly constructed one bay entrance porch is located in th
frame section of the north elevation. A one story shed roofed porch extends the length of
the south wall of the ell,

The entire structure is roofed with sheet metal. The roof is constructed in such a way
that its south and west ends are gabled while the section of the roof constructed at the
junction of the front and ell sections at the north wall of the house is hipped. The roof
is finished with a brick corbeled cornice at the front elevation. %ooden cornice is used
at the other elevations. Brick chimneys are located inside the north and south end walls
and at the interior of the ell.

Just south of the house is a board and batten outkitchen with an exterior stone chimney
having a modern brick top. East of the house near the edge of Burnside Bridge Road 18 a
stone springhouse with frame gables,

At the time this site was visited in 1975, the buildings were in fair to good condition.
The property contains 20 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This brick and frame house with its related outbuildings is significant for its association
with the Civil Var Battle of Antietam which was fought nearby on September 17, 1862, and for
its architecture as an example of a mid 19th century rural complex.

Located at the southeast corner of Sharpsburg, just outside the town limits the farm was in
close proximity to the Battle, particularly during the afternoon hours of September 17, Al=-
though no specific action has been recorded on the property, its nearness to Burnside's Bridgeg
one of the focal points of the Battle, would suggest that there was at least movement of

ti ps in the immediate vicinity.

The appearance of the house would suggest that at part or all of it was standing at the time
of the Battle., The exterior features of the brick portion are characteristic of construction
during the middle third of the 19th century in Washington County, One notable feature of the
house is its combination of gable and hipped roof systems. A number of houses having this
type of roof are to be seen in the Sharpsburg vicinity, Most date from the mid 19th century.

For most of the 19th century the property was owned by the Avey and Ecker families., It was
held by Jacob Avey at the time of the Civil War. Upon his death in 1863 it was left to his
wife Catherine and his children. During the latter part of the 19th century the property was
known as "The Bowers Farm." This name may suggest that Jacob Avey's daughter Margaret Bowers,
wife of Eligah Bowers lived on this farm, For further information on the ownership of this
land see deed records: Y/920, F/612, LBN/254, 74/126, 93/375, 98/496, 115/264, 202/173, 202/
300, 498/545, 570/733 and '111 Liber F/15.
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